igS                 AKBAR'S PAINTERS
Hindus: their pictures surpass our conception
of things. Few indeed in the whole world are
found equal to them.
" The number of masterpieces of painting
increased with the encouragement given to the
art, Persian books, both prose and poetry,
were ornamented with pictures, and a very large
number of paintings were thus collected. The
story of Hamzah was represented in twelve
volumes, and clever painters made the most
astonishing illustrations for no less than one
thousand and four hundred passages of the story.
The * Chingk-namah/ the * Zafar-nameh/ this
book, the * Razm-nameh/ the ' Ramayan/ the
* Nal Daman/ the ' KaHiali Damnah/ the ' Ayar
Damsh/ etc,, were all illustrated.
lf His Majesty himself sat for his likeness,1
and also ordered to have the likenesses taken of
all the grandees of the realm. An immense
album was thus formed ; those that have passed
away have received a new life, and those that
are still alive have immortality promised them/* *
Abul Fad gives a list of the celebrated painters
of the Court. He singles out four for special
mention:
" Mir Sayyid Alif of Tabriz/' [Translator's
note: " Better known as a poet, under the name
of Juddi. He illuminated the story of Amir
Hamzah, mentioned above/*]
*  A portrait of Akbar, .bearing JaMapr's seal, formerly in the
CaJctttta .Ait GaUery, Is mm m the Victoria Memorial Collection.
*  Blochmajrn's translation, vol. i, pp. 107